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One of the essential characteristics of property is the ability to acquire it by any lawful and legitimate means, | such as by descent 


and by purchase,” by a transfer or conveyance, as by a devise from a decedent's estate, or a common sale.” In some jurisdictions, 
a person does not acquire interest in property solely because the property in question was purchased with funds belonging 


wholly or in part to such person.“ Property may also be acquired by the operation of natural causes, as by accretion in the case 
of real property,” and in the case of personal property, by the increase of animals.° Property in personalty may be acquired by 


its incorporation into, or union with, other property.’ However, trespass cannot form the basis for the acquisition of title.’ 


Common law requires the acceptance of ownership of property before ownership can vest.” On the other hand, the doctrine 
of renunciation applies where an individual has made an express, clear, and unequivocal renunciation of his or her rights to 
property, which must be made with the full knowledge of the effects, legal and practical, of the act or the statement made, and 


must be intelligently done, with full awareness of all the surrounding circumstances. 
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